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Community Collaboration Intensifies in Jerusalemss Old City: Strengthening
Emergency Preparedness and Response

Efforts are underway to unify community efforts to enhance the level of preparedness and intervention in emergency
situations in Jerusalem’s Old City.

Through these joint efforts, we are reinforcing social bonds and striving to make the Old City safer and more prepared,
promoting solidarity within our community.

Several courses and training sessions have been conducted for a group of women from the Old City, focusing on ele-
vating preparedness and response capabilities.

1. First Aid Course:
A comprehensive training session was held to equip participants with essential first aid skills, empowering them to
respond effectively in critical situations.

2, Civil Defense Training:
Participants underwent training in civil defense procedures and first aid techniques, contributing to the overall pre-
paredness of the community.

3. Fire and Earthquake Response Course:

A specialized course on civil defense covered strategies for dealing with fires and earthquakes, ensuring that commu-
nity members are well-prepared to handle such emergencies.
These commendable efforts have seen the active involvement of various institutions, each contributing to the overall
goal of creating a resilient and well-prepared community.
The collaboration and commitment of these women from the Old City are exemplifying a powerful spirit of unity and
shared responsibility. By acquiring essential skills in first aid, civil defense, and emergency response, these community
members are becoming key contributors to the safety and well-being of the Old City.
The success of these initiatives is not only measured by the skills acquired but also by the strengthened social fabric
that emerges when community members come together for a common purpose. The empowerment of individuals in
emergency response fosters a sense of security and resilience, creating a safer environment for all residents of the Old
City.
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Yazan Jaber, the Proud Son of Jerusalem, Adds Another Victory to His
Achievements

Carrying the name of Jerusalem in his heart and moving between championships, Yazan Jaber, the proud “Al-Maqdisi” (Jerusalemite),
continues to accumulate medals and accolades, symbolizing the unwavering determination and fighting spirit of the Palestinian
people.

In a new achievement, the young Yazan Jaber, hailing from the city of Jerusalem, showcased his skills in a recent championship held
in the United Arab Emirates. The championship, organized by the UAE Warriors under the World Sports Organization, featured Mixed
Martial Arts (MMA) competitions.

UAE Warriors is one of the most prominent sports organizations in the Middle East, conducting MMA fights in a non-hierarchical
format, where individual fights take place in a direct and one-on-one manner. Fighter names are proposed, and approval is sought
from the athletes before the match, with participation limited to fighters with extensive and successful combat experience.
Jaber, the native of Jerusalem who graduated with a degree in Physical Education from Birzeit University, faced challenges and dif-
ficulties with unparalleled determination. He spent several years training under the guidance of his dedicated coach, Fadi Mustafa,
responsible for combat sports at the Al-Issawiya Sports Club.

Having previously won the gold medal at the GAMMA Asian MMA Championship in 2021, where he triumphed over opponents from
India and Kazakhstan, this achievement marked a groundbreaking milestone for Palestine in the field of MMA.

Yazan Jaber states, “Honestly, | declined many international and local participation recently due to the tragic events our Palestinian
people are facing in Gaza.

Despite my full commitment to the training program and various training camps, my ongoing commitment to standing with my
people remains a top priority.

My participation in this championship holds significant personal importance, but it also contributes to raising the profile of my city
and my country on the global sports stage.

It is noteworthy that the champion Yazan Jaber had recently secured the first position in a MMA championship in Thailand.

Jaber adds, “l want to reiterate that | am committed to standing with my people and their cause as a top priority. My participation
comes as an individual athlete without sports sponsorships like national teams, but being the first Palestinian athlete to participate
in a championship organized by the UAE Warriors organization is a significant achievement. The organization proposed a one-on-
one match against a coach, and my opponent was the distinguished Iraqi athlete Ali Abbas, known for his strong individual combat
record, which made the challenge more formidable and exciting”

Indeed, Yazan managed to win the challenge in three rounds, securing victory in all of them by points.

Yazan always proudly acknowledges his affiliation with the Al-Luglug Community Association, where he grew up, saying, “l am a
sportsman from Jerusalem, devoted to this holy city, and | am committed to being the best ambassador for my people in the field of
sports. Al-Lugluq Association is my place and my home always.”

He never forgets to express gratitude to his coaches and the clubs he belongs to, thanking God, his supportive family, friends, and
the people of Jerusalem and all of Palestine.

Muntaser Idkaidek, the Executive Director of Al-Luqgluq Social Center Society, remarks, “Yazan Jaber participated in international
tournaments proudly carrying the flag of Palestine and playing the national anthem.

This accomplishment significantly contributed to solidifying his name as a professional Palestinian player from the city of Jerusalem,
recording remarkable achievements that make us proud of him and his continuous representation of our community and nation.
Nihad Zghayer, the Director of Sports Activities and Programs at Al-Luqgluq Social Center Society, adds, “We follow a clear strategy in
supporting and embracing the youth of Jerusalem, especially those who excel in various fields of science and sports, Yazan Jaber is
one of these youth models, and we take pride in supporting and embracing such figures as much as possible, just like all the sons
of his generation.”

Yazan's determination reflects the Palestinian fighting spirit and the commitment to achieving success in the global sports arena, we
eagerly look forward to more inspiring achievements from this exceptional champion.
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Successful Conclusion of Empowerment and
Youth Protection Project in Jerusalem

The “Empowerment and Youth Protection” project in Jerusalem has concluded with great success, culminating in an
exhibition showcasing the projects produced by the participating students.

The concluding event was attended by 30 female students due to the current circumstances, and the project spanned
over 6 months, ending in December 2023, with its conclusion in the middle of last month.

The project aimed to strengthen Palestinian identity and raise awareness about the Palestinian cause and history.

It focused on building the capacities of young men and women in Jerusalem in crafting and shaping ceramic pieces, as
well as establishing their own projects.

Three groups of Palestinian female youth, aged between 17 and 33, were targeted, benefitting from opportunities
to develop their skills in handicrafts and entrepreneurship, the project’s training team, including ceramic artists Mo-
hammed Al-Halyga and Raneem Razem, alongside entrepreneurial trainers from “Ask Jerusalem” such as Ramzi Nijem,
Mohammed Nijem, and Yehia Sayyed, worked diligently throughout the project.

The project was effectively implemented during the past period, achieving the desired results, it strengthened the
connection and knowledge of Jerusalem’s youth with the city through tourism in the Old City, empowering a team of
young guides to organize open tours for the public.

Increased awareness about the Palestinian cause and history, both locally and internationally, and the promotion of
new business projects in the targeted area were among the achievements of the project.

Thirty young women were empowered through learning ceramic arts, and an introductory entrepreneurship training
paved the way for them to understand business concepts.

In the execution of activities, talented graduates were supported with small grants to purchase materials and equip-
ment, enabling them to start their own projects effectively, the project’s success was celebrated in a special exhibition
attended by the students, their families, and the esteemed artist Abdeljalil Al-Razem.

In his speech at the closing ceremony, the executive director of Burj Al-luglug, Muntaser Edkaidekk, expressed grati-
tude to the students, trainers, and attendees.

The renowned artist Abdeljalil Al-Razem encouraged the students to pursue their artistic endeavors despite challeng-
es, especially in a city like Jerusalem, after a documentary film showcasing the project’s journey, artist Raneem Razem
announced the recipient of the last grant, considering her project’s alignment with the set criteria for selecting the best
among the students.

This remarkable achievement not only promotes economic empowerment and youth protection but also contributes
to the improvement of the future prospects of Palestinian youth in Jerusalem, bolstering the overall economy of the
region.
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The activities of Al- Eizariya Center
for Culture and Education

Al-Eizariya Center for Culture and Education - Al-Hamawi continues to implement a variety of activities and events with-
in its main programs and projects, aiming to serve the Al-Eizariya area and its surroundings. The following is a summary
of the progress of courses and workshops:
Psychological and Social Counseling Department Activities this Month:
1. Awareness Group for Mothers and Challenges of Group “5”

- Continuing to focus on the psychological changes in teenagers and the challenges parents face in dealing with them.

- Raising awareness among parents about the issue of favoritism among children, emphasizing its causes and the
psychological and behavioral impact on the children.

- Enhancing bonding between children through effective strategies.
2. Self-Affirmation Group“10”

- Emphasizing strategies to cope with psychological stress.

- Training on overcoming psychological symptoms to promote mental well-being.
3.Teenagers' Group “I Can”

- Raising awareness among teenagers about the natural changes they go through.

- Promoting positive interaction with these transformations.

- Organizing events such as a visit to Mount Papa and activities for emotional release.
4. Monthly Awareness Newsletters

- Publishing monthly awareness newsletters for parents, focusing this month on “Expressing Emotions Positively for
Children’”
5. Establishment of a New Psychotherapy Group for Children (7-10 years)
6. Individual Cases Follow-up

- Weekly monitoring of individual cases from the support education department and cases from outside the center.
«  Activation of Office Activities at Al-Hamawi Center:

- Implementation of four office activities during the month, focusing on short stories and incorporating them into
practical or artistic activities.
«  Commencement of Work with a New Group of Gifted Program Students:
- Selection of accepted students and holding an introductory meeting for them and their parents.
- Commencement of educational sessions in English and various sciences for the accepted students.
«  Execution of Gardening Activity in the Center’s Garden: - Participation of program students and volunteers in a

gardening activity along with a counseling workshop for women.

« Implementation of Hebrew Language Course for Beginners:
- Commencement of educational sessions for the Hebrew language course for beginners, involving the participation
of 20 students.
These activities represent an integral part of the ongoing efforts to enhance mental health and skills development for
individuals participating in Al-Hamawi Center.
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Al-Agsa Guardian: A New Experience Blending History and Technology

With over 500,000 downloads, the latest release of the game “Al-Aqsa Guardian” brings an exciting opportunity for
players to explore the corridors of the blessed Al-Agsa Mosque and the Noble Sanctuary, combining a unique adven-
ture with elements of both history and technology.

In this recent update, launched on January 24, 2024, the game introduces the Virtual Reality (VR) feature and the ability
to roam within the precincts of the Al-Aqsa Mosque.

This addition enhances the gaming experience, allowing players to discover the Noble Sanctuary with greater realism
and engagement.

The game introduces new characters, contributing to diversity and enriching the player’s experience:

- The Guide: Your companion in the historical journey.

- The Enigmatic: A mysterious and powerful character.

- The Guardian: The dedicated defender of the Al-Aqsa Mosque.

- The Visitor: An opportunity to enjoy the experience of visiting the Noble Sanctuary.

Educational elements are woven into the game, with over 500 questions challenging players to complete historical
tasks and enhance their knowledge of the Al-Agsa Mosque and its magnificent history.

Notably, the majority of the 500,000 downloads come from outside Palestine, underscoring the global interest and
passion for understanding and exploring this sacred place.

“Al-Agsa Guardian” stands as a virtual Palestinian game seeking to preserve the Palestinian and Arab identity of the
Al-Agsa Mosque.

Its mission is to convey this truth to a broad audience through an enjoyable and captivating online experience.

With this new release, players can become part of the history of the Al-Agsa Mosque, overcoming historical challeng-
es to become guardians of this sacred place. We invite you to explore and experience this technological and cultural
masterpiece.

[Exclusive Release by Burj Al-Lugluq Social Center Society 2024]

Embark on your historical journey in the game Al-Agsa Guardian.

[Download Links]

You can download the game now from [Play Store](https://Inkd.in/dgESFFSN) for Android users or [App Store for iP-
hone](https://Inkd.in/dRG8CJih)
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«Al-Burj Hayat> Launches Arabic and English
Language Courses for High School Students

After the winter break, we are delighted to announce the launch of new courses in Arabic and English languages within
our dynamic project, “Al-Burj Hayat," at the Al-Lugluq Social Center Society.

These courses aim to provide support and education for high school students, whether in-person or through their en-
gagement with available online applications.

Free Arabic Language Course for High School Students

Professor Anan Al-Natsheh is offering a free Arabic language course specifically designed for high school students. The
program runs every Thursday from 3:00 PM to 4:30 PM. The program stands out by providing students with an oppor-
tunity to enhance their Arabic language skills effectively.

Free English Language Courses for High School Students

Free English language courses, supervised by Professor Abdulgader Sa’'ida, are also offered on Thursdays from 4:30 PM
to 5:50 PM.

These courses include interactive learning sessions to boost students’ English language skills.

Online Technology and Challenges of High School Preparation

The association ensures additional strengthening sessions and open-ended questions sent through online applica-
tions, offering students a comprehensive and effective learning experience. This aligns with the challenges faced by
high school students, emphasizing the need to provide an inspiring and motivating educational environment.
Sponsored by the Arab Development Fund

This project is overseen and funded by the Arab Development Fund for Economic and Social Development, highlight-
ing the association’s commitment to delivering advanced and free educational services to various segments of the
community.

We appreciate the interest and engagement of all students, inviting them to enjoy a unique learning experience within
the“Al-Burj Hayat” project.
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Activities of Al Burj Hayat Project Continue
to Enhance the Well-being of Children and Adolescents

Burj Al-Lugluqg Social Center Society continues to implement activities and events as part of Al- Burj Hayat project,
which serves as the backbone for activating social, educational, and sports activities.

It is worth noting that, given the current circumstances, the project has adjusted its focus academically to prioritize
activities that serve high school students.

Additionally, psychologically and socially, the project has provided activities aimed at achieving psychological and
social relief for children and adolescents.

Among the various activities offered by the project, the programs for youth leadership courses and leadership skills
development shine, the aim is to support and empower the community during times of crises and challenges by devel-
oping the leadership skills of young people and adolescents.

As part of the sports project’s activities, the focus is on indoor sports that enhance not only sports skills but also
self-awareness and the ability to cope with difficulties.

Taekwondo training for children and adolescents is conducted by Coach Zakaria Abu Al-Halawa.

Taekwondo training for children and adolescents is highly popular among them, with a large group participating in
these weekly sessions.

The diverse sports activities of Burj Al- Hayat project, especially football for young men and basketball for females,
continue weekly for different age groups.

We would like to express our deep gratitude to the Arab Fund for Economic and Social Development for their generous
support of the Barq Hayat project. The impact of this support continues to strengthen and develop the youth in our
community.
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